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1.        The appointment of Joseph D. Certeza to serve as a Member of the Board of Directors, 
Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities.  
http://www.guamlegislature.com/Mess_Comms_35th/Doc.%20No.%2035GL-20-1549.pdf 
 
2.      The appointment of Jillette Leon Guerero to serve as the Director of the Guam Council 
on the Arts & Humanities. 
http://www.guamlegislature.com/Mess_Comms_35th/Doc.%20No.%2035GL-20-1813.pdf 
 
3.     The appointment of Monica Giger to serve as the Youth Member on the Department of 
Parks and Recreation Commission.  
http://www.guamlegislature.com/Mess_Comms_35th/Doc.%20No.%2035GL-20-1597.pdf 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The virtual public hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 
117/60.4, and stream online via I Liheslaturan Guahan's live feed. 

 
Individuals wishing to participate and provide live testimony may contact the Office of Senator Kelly 
Marsh (Taitano), PhD., via email at  office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org or 989-5681  no later than 
May 28, 2020, for further guidance. Written, audio, or video testimonies may be submitted at the provided 
contacts no later than May 29, 2020, to be part of the live hearing broadcast.  Any testimony received 
thereafter will be made a part of the public record. 

 
Copies of the Nomination Packets, hearing documents and submitted testimonies may be viewed and 
downloaded at the following link: 

 

 
 

 
 











COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 
Virtual Public Hearing 

Joseph D. Certeza 
To as a Member 

Board of Directors, Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities
 Tuesday, June 2, 2020, 5:30 pm 

I.  OVERVIEW 

The Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, Hagåtña Revitalization, Self 
Determination, and Regional Affairs, convened a Virtual Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 2, 2020, 
at 5:30 pm.  Among the items on the agenda was the consideration of the appointment of Joseph 
D. Certeza, to serve as a Member on the Board of Directors, Guam Council on the Arts & 
Humanities, for a term of four (4) years subject to I Liheslaturan Guåhan consent.  Joseph D. 
Certeza appointment history is as follows: 

by I Maga Guåhan, on February 11, 2020, to serve as a Member on the
Board of Directors, Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, for a duration of four (4)
years, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor.;

packet received by I Liheslaturan Guåhan on February 1 2020; and

packet was to the Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, 
Hagåtña Revitalization, Self Determination, and Regional Affairs on February 17, 2020. 

a. Public Notice Requirements

    Notices were disseminated via email to all senators, stakeholders, and primary broadcasting 
instrumentalities in accordance with the Open Government Law and the 35th Guam Legislature 
Standing Rules.  First Notice was issued via electronic mail, on Tuesday, May 26, 2020.  A second 
notice was subsequently disseminated via electronic mail on Sunday, May 31, 2020.   

b. Participating Senators

Marsh (Taitano), Ph.D. Committee Chair 
Joe San Agustin Committee Member 
Telo Taitague Senator 



c. Participants Providing Oral Testimony 

D. Certeza Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Board of 
Directors Nominee 

T. Leon Guerrero Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Acting Director 

d. Submitted Written Testimony

T. Leon Guerrero Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Acting Director 
Balbas Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Former Acting 

Director/Program Coordinator IV 
S. Flores, PhD. Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Board Member 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), Ph.D., Chairperson of the Committee on Heritage and the Arts, 
Parks, Guam Products, Hagåtña Revitalization, Self Determination, and Regional Affairs, 
presided over the Confirmation hearing of  I Maga Guåhan nominee, Ms. Joseph D. 
Certeza to serve as a on the Board of Directors, Guam Council on the Arts & 
Humanities.   

Items on the agenda include the following: 

1. The Appointment of Joseph D.  Certeza to serve as a Member to the Guam Council
on the Arts & Humanities, Board of Directors.

2. The Appointment of Jillette T.  Leon Guerrero to serve as the Director of the Guam
Council on the Arts & Humanities.

3. The Appointment of Monica Giger to serve as a Youth Member of
the Department of Parks and Recreation Commission.

Transcription of Hearing (block formatted) 

The Virtual Public Hearing was called to order at 5:45 pm. 



 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR:  Hafa adai todus hamyo, 
thank you for your participation in today virtual public hearing. This virtual public hearing is 
convened by the Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, Hagåtña 
Revitalization, Self Determination, and Regional Affairs. For the record in accordance with the 
open government law, public hearing notices were given to all Senators, stakeholders, and all main 
media broadcasting outlets with the first notice being distributed on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, and 
the second notice distributed on Sunday, May 31st, 2020. 
 
The virtual public hearing notice is also posted on the Legislature website at 
www.guamlegislature.org. Today is Tuesday, June 2nd, 2020, and the time; we got a bit of a late 
start. The time is 5:45 pm. This virtual confirmation hearing is now called to order.  

for your virtual attendance to this afternoon hearing.  
 

of Joseph D. Certeza to serve as a Member of the Board of Directors, Guam Council 
on the Arts & Humanities; the appointment of Jillette Leon Guerrero to serve as the Director of 
the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities; and third, the appointment of Monica Giger to serve 

 
The Committee will receive oral testimony for nominees. It will continue to accept 
written testimony from the general public, which will be made part of today public hearing 
record. So right now, we are fortunate to have the Minority Leader Senator Telo Taitague. 

for your attendance.  There may be a couple of other Senators that will be joining us later 
on. 
 
So next, we go to introducing Mr. Joseph D. Certeza, the CAHA Board nominee. We have Ms. 
Jillette Leon Guerrero, the CAHA Acting Director, who is nominated to be full Director, as well 
as Monica Giger, the DPR Commission nominee. We have the Department of Parks and 
Recreation Acting Director, Mr. John Burch, and we also have two of my Committee staff 
members; Mr. Roland Villaverade and Mr. Victor Lujan.  
 
So thank you so much all of you for joining me. Now before we receive and hear oral testimonies 
from each nominee listed on our virtual public hearing agenda, I first like to provide some 
general rules of conduct for all those who are participating and in attendance.  The conduct of this 
hearing shall be as follows:  



participants must abide by rules of conduct and quality assurance standards, including
broadcasting from a quiet room with little to no interruptions.

use of virtual backgrounds is not permitted.

is not backlit but visible at all times.
ensure that you are unmuted and that you are speaking clearly into your microphone

when it is your time to speak.
will invite a nominee in the order listed on the agenda and then recognize individuals who

have signed up to testify for the nominee.
providing oral testimony shall first be recognized by the chair before speaking

and shall state their name and title for record-keeping purposes.
order of questioning will begin with the panel of Senators who shall complete their

line of questioning for each nominee. It may just be the minority leader and me, so we will
just go back and forth and take turns.

panel member will be allowed to pose one question to the nominee and then be
provided another round to ask questions, should that be necessary for the nominee or the
testifying panel.

testimonies received shall be confined to the substance or the character of the
nominee.  Discussion of motives of any Senator or individual testifying is not permitted.
Any violation of this rule of conduct will result in removal from the virtual meeting room
by the host.

ask that all participants keep their comments or testimony to within 5 minutes.

So with that being done, hafa adai!  The work of a Board or a Commission Member involves much 
volunteer time and commitment and provides an important link between the public, the agency, 
the Legislature, and the Governor. Each Board is unique in its purpose, mission, and role. It is 
especia

directives so that they understand the framework within which the Board and the 
entity, the agency, or such itself must operate. With that being said, I like to call upon Joseph D. 
Certeza to provide his testimony to serve as a Member of the Guam Council on the Arts & 
Humanities, AKA CAHA, and then receive testimony from individuals who are confirmed to 
participate in his nomination.  

I first like to acknowledge before we start with Mr. Certeza, the Acting Director of CAHA, 
Jillette Leon Guerrero, who is participating in this virtual hearing; and, to find out if she will be 
providing oral testimony after Mr. Certeza is done.  So Acting Director if you could unmute 
yourself and then let us know if you be providing oral testimony. 



 
JILLETTE LEON GUERRERO, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, 
ACTING DIRECTOR: Okay, yes, I will be.  
 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: Okay, great! So we will listen 
to the testimony of Mr. Certeza first, and then I will call upon you next.  Very good! 
 
So I like to call upon Joseph D. Certeza, to provide his testimony to serve as a Member on the 
Guam Council of the Arts & Humanities Commission Board of Directors and then to receive the 
testimony as I explained from others who are participating in this virtual public hearing.  So 
Mr. Certeza, if you would go ahead and unmute yourself and begin your testimony. 
 
JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: for allowing 
me to be a part of this space and this process. I seek your confirmation in continuing my role as a 
Board Member at the Council on Arts & Humanities. For me to continue, I foresee a lot of great 
improvements that we needed at the Council of Arts & Humanities.  
 
For one great example within this past month during our public hearings around the Festival of 
Pacific Arts, budgets were one of the testimonies where Ken Leon Guerrero asked about promoting 
the arts here on the island. With that response by Ken Leon Guerrero, one of our newest missions 
was to promote the Arts in our community through a project that we were supposed to produce 
prior to 

and the arts at our i and I want to foresee that happening. And I think 
there great potential in giving more opportunities to our Artisans, but not only that also giving 
more opportunities for our community to appreciate the arts. So that one definitive thing that I 
look forward to pursuing if I can be confirmed again at the Council of the Arts & Humanities.  
 
Some other great things to look forward to if I can continue is that we are really close to finalizing 
the amendments for the of the Arts and I feel that we can do that before the end of this 
year if I to be confirmed. I a big-time artist, and I passionate about the arts and our artist's 
community.  I feel that my relationship with the Artist community on the island is growing. I know 
that because I involved,  I engaging, I always talking to the artists, and I always asking 
them what needed. What challenges do we face that we can improve on? I get that between 
all generations, whether they aspiring Artisans coming out of high school or emerging Artisans 
who are coming out of college, to established Artisans who are from the older generation, which 
I able to communicate and develop positive dialogue, which is treated at CAHA.  



 
So I seek your confirmation in continuing the work I want to do for the Council of the & 
Humanities, and I feel with the Board currently we can do so. I feel that with Jillette Leon Guerrero, 
who I hope to become a Director of the Council of Arts Humanities, we can prove to the 
community all of the challenges we have faced this past year, which is where we are at in our 
community? And I feel we can make our community believe in the Council of the Arts & 
Humanities. So I seek your confirmation.  
 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO), PHD., CHAIR: for that very 
good testimony, and we do have other written testimony, which I read perhaps some excerpts of 
for those that haven been here. I would also like to recognize that Senator Joe San Agustin has 
made it into the hearing room. So he will be here, and he will be part of the round of questions as 
we get to that stage so Senator for making it in.  
 
So with that, I like to have the Acting Director of CAHA Ms. Jillette Leon Guerrero to submit 
her oral testimony on behalf of Mr. Certeza. 
 
JILLETTE LEON GUERRERO, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, 
ACTING DIRECTOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.  I am Jillette Leon Guerrero, Acting 
Director of CAHA, and I like to say I have known Mr. Joseph Certeza only a short time. But in 
that time, he proven to be a valuable asset to CAHA.  His enthusiasm and motivation are 
infectious.  His willingness to assist the staff and contribute time and effort is laudable. I know 
from his resume that he has been involved with the Council since 2016. In 2018, he took on the 
leadership position serving as Vice-chair, a position he holds today. He has demonstrated his 
commitment through effort and talent. And although I only been here a short time, we
worked together already along with Jackie Balbas and Board Member to Judy Flores to create the 
2020 Guam Artist Survey. While I sure we could have done it without his assistance. His 
participation greatly facilitated the effort. As an artist, he was consulted as to the relevancy of the 
survey questions, and his technical skill allowed us to put it into an appropriate format to upload 
to our website Facebook and Instagram.  His commitment to the organization and community 
service is truly inspiring. The staff of CAHA has nothing but nice things to say about him as do I, 
so I wholeheartedly and without reservation support the reappointment of Mr. Joseph Certeza to 
the CAHA Board of Directors. Thank you. 
 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO), PHD., CHAIR: for that 
glowing testimony, that speaks very well towards the Mr. Certeza and on his behalf.  I also would 
like to read a few of the testimony, but just the excerpts of it. We did receive I believe three other 



pieces of testimony. One is from Dr. Judy Flores, and these are glowing letters of recommendation. 
So for Dr. Flores, who has been connected with CAHA for a very long time and is a lifelong artist 
herself. She said that she been impressed by his vision, his leadership abilities, his enthusiasm, 
and hard work. So all four of those are excellent qualities. She says that his artistic talent and 
leadership are vital to the continued success of CAHA and points out that throughout this 
pandemic, Joseph has continued to inspire and encourage us to engage in innovative activities that 
will support and engage our artists. As we face new challenges in adjusting to life after our isolation 
period, we need people with his leadership to steer our art, artists, and art organizations in new and 
exciting ways. 

and then, 
she ends by saying with an exclamation point that he inspires her. 
 
We also have testimony from Jackie Balbas. Ms. Balbas has been with CAHA for I believe just 
shy of or more than 30 years. So it right around there a very long time, and she was Acting 
Director for quite a while as well. So some of what she points out, and this helps us understand the 
breadth of what Mr. Certeza has to offer, is that he is an artist, a teacher, and an entrepreneur. 
 
So when his term expired, he was the Board Vice Chairman, and after this, I ask him if there
an interruption or when he renominated if he understands whether he maintains that 
chairmanship. And she points out that she has worked closely with him on many CAHA projects 
and programs and the most recent being as he mentioned the arts in the Hagåtña Program. She 
labels it as his brainchild, and we look forward to seeing that come into fruition. The more arts that 
we have in Hagåtña, the main sort of hub in a way, the capital of the island, but throughout the 
island, it brings excitement and so many good things when we do have programs and activities 
like that. She also considers him a vital contributor to Board deliberations bringing in an artist and 
an entrepreneur perspective to all discussions. Based on his expertise, community involvement, 
and solid track record as a former Board Member, I fully support the consideration and 
reconfirmation of Joseph Certeza to the Board of Directors of the Guam Council of the Arts & 
Humanities. So again, a very solid recommendation, and just before I open it up to the panel, I 
wanted to read, and perhaps it is a standard template letter. Still, I think in this case, knowing Mr. 
Certeza myself hearing the other testimony. I think it very appropriate.  
 
So in his reconfirmation nomination letter, it says your reappointment is a testimony to your 
commitment to service and the understanding of the great responsibility that this position requires, 
and I know that you will continue to fulfill your duties in a professional manner for others to 
follow. 
 



And it goes on just a little bit further. The Lieutenant Governor says I am confident that your time 
on the Board will be effective and productive, and from working with you this last year and a half, 
I know that the Board has indeed been very productive and that you been a major part of that. 
You rolled up your sleeves, and you worked with myself and my office for projects related 
to CAHA, so I seen that firsthand. So what I will do is I will go ahead and open up the hearing 
to the panel. I start first with the Committee Member Senator Joseph San Agustin, and then we
move to the Minority Leader, who is also in attendance. Senator Joe.  
 
SENATOR JOE S. SAN AGUSTIN, COMMITTEE MEMBER: Thank you, Madam 
Chair, Senator Kelly. Joe. I like to first thank you for accepting the nomination. That one. 
Number two, looking at your background, great, it took you ten years to get your degree. I like that 
because it took me fifteen to get mine. So you okay. You and you 
have a goal, and that what we want to see. You know, sometimes some people would say why 
did it take you so long. You had you have to take care of life, and now you taking care of the 
people of Guam in CAHA. You did that for four years that I looking at your background here 
and you the lead creative from Tau, you also a former art teacher from Saint Francis, and 
then also from The Academy of Our Lady and you know, it only says good things and what I
heard so far. They great things. I confident, and I in support of your nomination, and I will 
vote yes for you. All right, so you just take care and just take care of the arts. Focus, you know 

you, Madam Chair. 
 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO), PHD., CHAIR: Senator 
Joseph San Agustin and minority leader Telo Taitague. 
 
SENATOR TELO T. TAITAGUE: Madam Chair. Hafa adai Joey. Of course, 
I wouldn miss this for the world. I known you for quite some time. And I just so very proud. 
I think the one thing that the Acting Director said was in the word infectious. That a perfect word 
to describe you when I around you. It just it makes me feel bubbly makes me feel like I need 
to get up and do something, and that what you do when you around people. They just want to, 
you know, go and do something to be a part of your vision. And I know that you bring a wealth of 
talent most especially to CAHA but as well your ideas and one thing when I spoken to before 
is common sense and you know, sometimes common sense is most in common. So thank God you 
have common sense on top of that. 
 
So Joey, what exactly as a Board Member at CAHA is your responsibility? 
 



JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Thank you for asking me those questions. I grateful for 
everyone kind words at this point. Some of the roles as a CAHA Board Member is that we are 
to support our artisans foremost and we are a voice for the arts in any aspect that we see it or hear 
it or feel it on this island. We have a responsibility to uphold that and to make sure that the arts are 
perpetuated and respected in a high-value way. 
 
We, as Board Members, are supportive of our organization when it comes to any fundraising 
efforts. We play a role. We support our staff when it comes to granting funding. We uphold this 
leadership to guide artists and direct artists on the best pathway to fulfill their projects with our 
NEA Grants. We oversee the of the Arts, and our responsibility as a Board Member is 
to fulfill and make sure that the program is alive and flourishing and supporting our artists and our 
Island community. Another role as a Board Member is that we have to be an example for other 
Artisans and we have to protect our Artisans. So that comes with being vocal and not being 
ma to say something when it important. And you know, we uphold the spirit of the island 
that another art form. 
 
SENATOR TELO T. TAITAGUE:  How about administratively Joey. Administratively, 
and, when I say administratively, do you direct the Director to do certain things or prove certain 
things? Are budgets approved within the Board?  
 
JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Oh, yes, actually with the upcoming budgets. So Senator Joe San 
Agustin. I going to be supporting our Acting Director, soon-to-be Director, in making sure that 
our budget is as transparent and as strong to what we feel is right for the arts and how we feel will 
utilize that money properly and responsibly. We know that we had the issue with FestPAC, and 
that was something I jumped on right off the bat and said, you know if the Board is responsible 
for this, then we have to be a part of every decision-making and every process of that funds. We 
have to be there present or otherwise a lot of information might go under the table, which is why 
that was my responsibility that I felt I had to take the initiative on. But administration-wise, we are 
supportive of our staff and our Director in guiding strategies of how we execute projects and how 
do we solve issues.  
 
We strategize together as an organization.  If someone is struggling administratively, we are there 
to support them but also to help understand what the issues are so that you know, we are effective, 
and we doing the right job within the confinements of what the law is here on-island as well.  
 



SENATOR TELO T. TAITAGUE:  
to hear from you.  I want to thank you so much for all these years contributing to CAHA and 
putting your blood your sweat and tears and your amazing talent, which is so infectious. I love that 
word. But thank you so much for staying on and keeping a watchful eye on our artists on Guam.  
I appreciate it. Thank you so much. And of course, my full support. Thank you.  

JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: 

SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: Minority 
Leader. So we a small but cozy group. So some of the best kinds of groups.  
Joey, if I can ask you, we looking right now at a reconfirming you, so is it your understanding 
that if you get reconfirmed, you would maintain your Vice Chairmanship, or would they go 
through the process of maybe just reconfirming you, could you explain that?  

JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Yeah, actually if I am to be confirmed to be a part of the Board of 
Directors for the Council of the & Humanities, I think it the protocol that I do go under the 
process of being re-elected as the Vice-Chair.  That the protocol in my book. Whether it by the 
cobbler or not. I think that the protocol, and you know, it has to, be I have to obtain that sense of 
worth to be the Vice-Chair anyway. I have to uphold that every day. So my understanding is yes, 
I will have to go through that process.  

But other than that, another thing about being a Board is that I am an entrepreneur. I do own a 
business.  Out of respect to the grants that we do offer the Council on the Arts Humanities. I refrain 
myself from any NEH grants and any grants that come for the of the Arts I know that
the responsibility I have to uphold, so I accept that as well. 

SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: 
yourself if there is a perceived potential for conflict of interest. 

JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Yes, and that is by law as well. So I accept that. 

SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: Very good and I think both of 
those things speak very highly of the level of standards that you have. You have spoken about 
wanting the CAHA and the activities, the programs to be very transparent, and I know I worked 



with you. You did come in for every meeting that you could. You were just leading the charge in 
many ways to make sure that FestPAC was fundraising and getting business partners and as much 
community partnership as it could so that it was something that was supported by the community. 
It was by the city for the community and that it was all wrapped up together. So I appreciate your 
vision for that but not only the vision that as I said you came in and you sat through those meetings, 
and you made sure to take the time to do that. 
 
So with that, I do want to say as I mentioned before that. I know that you been a very active 
Board Member, and the Board has taken their role very seriously. They worked to improve the 
program where they could, and I know more of that will continue, and part of what you offer has 
been mentioned. You an artist which I think is so important. I don know if that was always-- 
the people who are part of the Board were always that they had that much strength in him being 
an artist. But now we have several artists. We have Chanter, Performing Arts, Visual Arts, and so 
forth, and I think that makes a real difference. You have those that are part of the system and then 
a mixture of those who are maybe not artists to bring all those perspectives. But you have been a 
teacher you are, as a term could be used, and Art-trepreneur haha stick it all together because 
you done business out of this as well. So given the work that you been doing and some of 
what you put into action. What are your further visions? What are you hoping to move forward 
within the next couple of years if you been thinking that far ahead? 
 
JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Oh, yeah, totally I have been. I have so many grand plans for the arts 
on the island. Like the most important things, I would love to see that cultural exchange between 

and Artisans around the world. We need to expose our Artisans and give our 
Artisans those opportunities, whether it be here on Guam or off-Island. And that one of the 
biggest things I look forward to.  
 
And the other huge thing I looking forward to is making genuine, critical, and effective 
exhibitions that inspire our community to foresee the future and to think of more solutions. And 
you know, we already had that example that was supposed to happen at Arts in Hagåtña, it doesn
mean it not going away, but it allows us to improve on it. So be looking forward to children
exhibitions here on this island, be looking forward to more performances by our local Artisans 
being promoted genuinely.  Be ready to see the arts at the face of every single media outlet because 
working with Jillette and projected what we want to see. I hope the i and 
that my feeling towards it. 
 



SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: Gof maolek, very good. Yes, 
and building on what you were saying. You know, I a firm believer that arts and the humanities 
can help solve issues. They are beautiful, they are aesthetic, they give a sense of purpose and depth 
and belonging and all of those sorts of things, but they can also be part of helping lift the 
community helping solve some kind of issues.  
 
Some of what I was talking to somebody about earlier today was, you know, perhaps inspiring the 
people painting murals to encourage people to stop littering, and you know because there can be 
those social messages. To me, that is some of the most powerful art out there.  That speaks to 
people on a different level.  In a way that a PSA, or hearing from a professional, or a certified 
somebody doesn But since art gets to that deeper place of oneself and speaks a different kind of 
language in a way that it can be part of that messaging for lifting our community and improving 
our community. 
 
JOSEPH D. CERTEZA, GUAM COUNCIL ON THE ARTS & HUMANITIES, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS NOMINEE: Yeah, and the arts are essential during this time when our people 
need healing and just throwing it out there when it comes to the budget. I think the arts should not 
be discredited at this point, especially in the time of the community need. I think we will probably 
be the strongest component that our government needs to depend on to get us back to a better sense 
of normalcy during this time. So the arts are really powerful. So we got a lot of that to be 
recognized.  
 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., CHAIR: Yes, I agree and just kind of 
rounding things up. 
 
I just want to point out again building on some of what you were saying. I known you for many 
years, and I know that you a critical thinker, that you are continually thinking about how to 
improve how to build on and how to invigorate. Hence, all of these, I think, speaks very well of 
what you have been doing, and we hope that you continue to do at CAHA. Were there any other 
questions or comments from the panel before I close this nomination hearing out? 
 
Everybody seems good. Okay, so with that, we completed the last round of questions from the 
Committee and the panel. So this concludes the Confirmation Hearing for Joseph D. Certeza to 
serve as a Member on the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Board of Directors. The time 
for this is 6:18 pm. 
 
 



 
And we will close that, and then we will move into our next confirmation hearing. 
_________________________________  
June 2, 2020, virtual public hearing segue after the completion of Monica 

 
SENATOR KELLY MARSH (TAITANO) PHD., COMMITTEE CHAIR:  

good to hear, and Ms. Giger and I had talked about that a little bit that we will get your 
confirmation packet to all, through all the processes as quickly as possible.  But even if you are 
not confirmed until next month as it works its way through the processes, we certainly want you 

of the activity from the get-go.  So, 
provide us a comment? I think probably pretty good. 

 
the panel, and 

everybody else who was here on the confirmation hearing for Ms. Monica Giger to serve as the 
Board of Directors.  So 

what I will do is I will read our adjournment, and I will announce the time of this end.   
 
We are ending that confirmation hearing of nominee, Ms. Monica Giger, for the 
position for being a Commission Member of the Department of Parks and Recreation.  The time 
is now 7:10 pm, and I just will go through some closing adjournment business. 
 
So, a public reminder, the Committee will continue to receive written testimonies for the next few 
days.  Please address your written testimony to the Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, 
Guam Products, Hagåtna Revitalization, Self-Determination, and Regional Affairs and submitted 
via email to office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org or to my office located at the second floor 
of the Guam Congress Building and that applies to any of the three confirmation hearings that we 
heard today for a Mr. Joseph D.  Certeza, for Ms. Jillette Leon Guerrero or Ms. Monica Giger. 
 

for 
  for your attendance and 

participation in the virtual confirmation hearing.  Have a good evening, and thank you all for your 
patience in waiting to be the third in that round. 
 
The Virtual Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:10 PM.  
 



III. FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, Hagåtña Revitalization, Self 
Determination, and Regional Affairs provides its findings on the confirmation of Joseph D. 
Certeza, as a on the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Board of Directors. 

applicant meets all requirements to legally serve on the Guam Council of the Arts &
Humanities, Board of Directors.

written testimonies received by the Committee supported the nomination of Mr. Joseph
T. Certeza.   The written testimonies submitted were from:

T. Leon Guerrero, Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Acting
Director;

Balbas, Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, former Acting
Director, Program Coordinator IV;

S. Flores, PhD., Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities, Board Member;

were no oral or written testimonies submitted that were in opposition to Mr.  Joseph
T. Certeza

this report to the Guam Legislature Committee on Rules.

The Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, Hagåtña Revitalization, Self 
Determination, and Regional Affairs, hereby reports out the appointment of Joseph D. Certeza 
to serve as a on the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Board of 
Directors, with a DO CONFIRM

oral testimony received by the Committee supported the confirmation of Ms. Joseph
D. Certeza. Mr. Joseph T. Certeza, of the Guam Council  of the
Arts & Humanities, was the sole participant providing oral testimony.
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TO NOT 
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Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), Ph.D. 
Committee Chairperson 








